
 Source and frequency  Comments on 
use 

Hyperlinks and 
examples 

 
Commodity prices, food prices and hunger 

 
Commodity 
prices (global 
prices) 

Available immediately (e.g. FT for 
oil/copper prices; IMF/WB 
weekly/monthly averages with a short 
time lag (a few weeks) 

Variable reflecting 
many issues such as 
supply/demand and 
others 

Oil price (paywall) 
 
IMF 

 
World Bank Price data 
(pink sheet) 
 
GroAgro 

Food prices 
(domestic prices) 

FAO food prices, monthly (a week time 
lag) 
 
IFPRI’s Food Price Monitor covers 
daily price data for domestic markets in 
India, Rwanda, Uganda and Burundi 
 
National statistics offices 

Localised data 
patchy 

FAO food price index  
 
IFPRI dashboard 

Hunger  WFP, number of people with 
insufficient food consumption, 
countries with very high levels of 
hunger, updated daily and weekly 

Limited countries 
now (9 African now) 
but 16 more planned 
in coming weeks; it 
is a forecast. Weekly 
snapshots for 14 
countries 

WFP Food Hunger 
Map 
 
WFP daily report 
 
Weekly snapshots 

COVID cases, 
deaths 

Daily across countries  Available widely, 
commonly used 
sources but difficult 
to compare across 
countries  

Johns Hopkins 

High frequency 
telephone 
interviews 
around social 
and food security 
impacts 

Monthly updates from May 2020. 
Cover topics including (i) knowledge of 
existence of and channels of 
transmission of COVID-19; (ii) 
knowledge of and compliance with 
preventive measures with specific 
emphasis on social distancing and self-
isolation; (iii) prices and access to food 
and non-food necessities; (iv) 
employment; (v) food insecurity; and 
(6) subjective well-being – with a focus 
on understanding the dynamics of 
economic impacts 

Once available will 
be very valuable, for 
Ethiopia, Malawi, 
Nigeria, Tanzania, 
Uganda   
 
 

LSMS high frequency 
phone surveys, 

 
Global and bilateral trade, trade costs and mobility 

 
Trade costs   Baltic Exchange Dry Index Trading 

Economics, daily  

Specific cost 
measure, does not 
cover many 
transport 
uses/modes 

Trading Economics 

World trade CPB world trade indicator, monthly, 
available with a one- to two-month time 
lag 
 
 
IMF tracking of world trade using real-
time shipping data  

Partly a leading 
indicator, partly real 
data 
 
Uses data for dry 
bulk, contain, 
vehicle, oil shipping 
data 

CPB indicator 
described in FT 
 
 
 
IMF tracker 

https://markets.ft.com/data/commodities/tearsheet/summary?c=Brent+Crude+Oil
http://www.imf.org/external/np/res/commod/index.asp
https://www.worldbank.org/en/research/commodity-markets
https://www.worldbank.org/en/research/commodity-markets
https://app.gro-intelligence.com/displays/1jdOOx0dw
http://www.fao.org/worldfoodsituation/foodpricesindex/en/
http://tools.foodsecurityportal.org/COVID-19-food-price-monitoring
https://hungermap.wfp.org/
https://hungermap.wfp.org/
https://api.hungermapdata.org/covid/dailyreport
https://static.hungermapdata.org/hungermap/reports/hunger_covid_weekly_snapshot.pdf
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
http://surveys.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/files/covid-19/Proposal%20-%20Capitalizing%20on%20the%20LSMS-ISA%20Program%20for%20High-Frequency%20Phone%20Surveys%20on%20COVID-19.pdf
http://surveys.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/files/covid-19/Proposal%20-%20Capitalizing%20on%20the%20LSMS-ISA%20Program%20for%20High-Frequency%20Phone%20Surveys%20on%20COVID-19.pdf
https://tradingeconomics.com/commodity/baltic
https://www.ft.com/content/db3427f5-5394-4661-8e52-6447fd3d9ae9?emailId=5ea604f2ea83a3000415f06c&segmentId=60a126e8-df3c-b524-c979-f90bde8a67cd
https://www.ft.com/content/db3427f5-5394-4661-8e52-6447fd3d9ae9?emailId=5ea604f2ea83a3000415f06c&segmentId=60a126e8-df3c-b524-c979-f90bde8a67cd
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/05/14/tracking-trade-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/#.Xr6X1iBAurU.twitter


Bilateral trade National statistics office and ITC trade 
map (monthly data for major countries 
such as UK, EU, US, China and Japan 
available with a six-week time lag; 
annual data for low-income country 
source) 
 
International data reported monthly 
with time lag (UN Comtrade) 

Trade data variable 
but long-runs are 
available 

UK monthly trade stats 
 
German monthly data  
 
Comtrade 

Mobility and 
entertainment 

Aircraft departures, bus and rail 
journeys; Google searches for 
entertainment, seated diners, retail 
footfall (updated daily) 
 
Google Mobility data for retail, grocery, 
parks, transit, workplaces, residential 
visits (weekly) 
 

Not easily available 
beyond reports 
 
 
 
Google data for all 
countries on a 
weekly basis  

Bank of England 
Monetary Policy 
Report Chart 2.26  
 
 
COVID-19 Community 
Mobility Reports 

 

Capital markets, finance flows and monetary statistics 
 

Remittances Central banks, monthly data, available 
with one to three months time lag 

Can vary much 
between months 

Nigeria 
 
Kenya 

Stock market 
prices, exchange 
rates, bond 
yields 

Available daily and immediately, e.g. 
FT or central bank   
 
Bond prices and bond spreads (yield 
difference countries and safe havens 
such as US/German bonds) 

Varied sources but 
often subscription is 
needed 
 
FT/Bloomberg often 
report 
statistics/figures 

FT (paywall) 

Private capital 
flows to 
emerging 
markets 

IIF monthly updates on portfolio flow 
but not FDI flows, available with one to 
two years of lag (committed FDI data 
more recent) 

Lacks country details  IIF 

Bank lending 
statistics 

BIF international bank lending, 
quarterly, available with five-month 
time lag  

 BIS 

Monetary 
statistics (central 
bank) 

Central banks maintain monthly and 
quarterly data on the monetary base 
and broad money, credit aggregates 
(e.g. to the private sector) and foreign 
assets and liabilities. Includes claims 
by banks on government 

Quality data on a 
select number of 
variables 

Kenya  

Debt interest 
payments 

Monthly/quarterly, central bank 
websites, lags can be six months  

 Kenya (Table 13)  
 
Nigeria debt service in 
2019  
 
Ethiopia 

Aid flows OECD DAC 
 
Humanitarian finance: COVID-19 
Global Humanitarian Response Plan 

DAC (and national) 
data are available 
with long time gaps 
(a year) but 
humanitarian finance 
data are updated 
weekly; 
announcements are 
available 

OCHA  
 
ODI donor 
announcement tracker 

  

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/balanceofpayments/bulletins/uktrade/previousReleases
https://www.destatis.de/EN/Themes/Economy/Foreign-Trade/_node.html
https://comtrade.un.org/data/
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/-/media/boe/files/monetary-policy-report/2020/may/monetary-policy-report-may-2020
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/-/media/boe/files/monetary-policy-report/2020/may/monetary-policy-report-may-2020
https://www.google.com/covid19/mobility/
https://www.google.com/covid19/mobility/
https://www.cbn.gov.ng/IntOps/Payments.asp?PayDate=12/8/2019%206:27:39%20PM
file:///C:/Users/dwtevelde/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/%20https/www.centralbank.go.ke/diaspora-remittances/
https://www.ft.com/markets
https://www.iif.com/COVID-19
https://www.bis.org/statistics/consstats.htm?m=6%7C31%7C70
https://www.centralbank.go.ke/statistics/monetary-finance-statistics/
https://www.treasury.go.ke/component/jdownloads/send/210-quarterly-economic-budgetary-review/1486-quartely-economic-budgetary-review-1st-quarter-2019-2020-ending-30th-september-2019.html?option=com_jdownloads
https://www.dmo.gov.ng/debt-profile/external-debts/debt-service/3118-actual-external-debt-service-payments-from-january-to-december-2019/file
https://www.dmo.gov.ng/debt-profile/external-debts/debt-service/3118-actual-external-debt-service-payments-from-january-to-december-2019/file
http://www.mofed.gov.et/documents/10182/13981/Public+Sector+Debt++Statistical+Bulletin++BULLETIN+No.+32/94871439-2d66-4b4d-90b3-3d9964150381
https://fts.unocha.org/appeals/952/flows
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Donor-responses_as-of-30April-2020.pdf
https://set.odi.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Donor-responses_as-of-30April-2020.pdf


 
Employment and production  

 
Employment  ILOSTAT provides monthly and quarterly 

labour force statistics (with a time lag of at 
least two months) 

Up-to-date data are 
patchy with respect 
to country coverage 

ILO COVID-19 and 
labour market 
statistics  

Production National accounts, quarterly, available with 
six-week time lag in developed countries, or 
a lag of three to five months in some poorer 
countries 
 
UNIDO has recent data on industrial 
production, e.g. for the US, China, Russia, 
Korea, Vietnam, Argentina, Chile, Poland  

Data available with 
long time lag, and 
industrial production 
data cover few 
countries  

UNIDO on impact of 
COVID-19 on 
manufacturing 
 

 
Others (selected) 

 
Data Portals World Bank, updated in an ongoing manner 

 
Several others exist 
 
ODI’s tracker of trackers (tba) 

 Datasets from the 
World Bank 
 
World Bank: COVID 
and trade  
 
UN Global Partnership 
for Sustainable 
Development Data 

 
 

https://ilostat.ilo.org/topics/covid-19/
https://ilostat.ilo.org/topics/covid-19/
https://ilostat.ilo.org/topics/covid-19/
https://stat.unido.org/COVID-19
https://stat.unido.org/COVID-19
https://stat.unido.org/COVID-19
http://datatopics.worldbank.org/universal-health-coverage/coronavirus/?cid=ECR_TT_worldbank_EN_EXT
http://datatopics.worldbank.org/universal-health-coverage/coronavirus/?cid=ECR_TT_worldbank_EN_EXT
https://www.worldbank.org/en/data/interactive/2020/04/02/database-on-coronavirus-covid-19-trade-flows-and-policies
https://www.worldbank.org/en/data/interactive/2020/04/02/database-on-coronavirus-covid-19-trade-flows-and-policies
http://www.data4sdgs.org/resources/covid-19-resources
http://www.data4sdgs.org/resources/covid-19-resources
http://www.data4sdgs.org/resources/covid-19-resources

